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Abstract 
 
Foreign persons held an interest in 25.7 million acres of U.S. agricultural land as of December 31, 
2011. This is 2.0 percent of all privately held agricultural land and 1 percent of all land in the 
United States.  These and other findings are based on an analysis of reports submitted in 
compliance with the Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act of 1978. 
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State

Total Land
Area of State

(Acres)  1/

Privately Held
Agricultural Land

(Acres)  2/ 3/

Foreign Held
Agricultural Land

(Acres)

Proportion of
Foreign Held

to Privately Held
Agricultural Land

(Percent)

Report 1 U.S. Agricultural Landholdings of Foreign Investors

By State as of December 31, 2011

Alabama 32,476,160 28,760,792 1,555,616 5.4

Alaska 366,048,640 57,446,991 270,325 0.5

Arizona 72,726,400 7,833,746 273,376 3.5

Arkansas 33,323,520 28,129,519 780,554 2.8

California 99,813,760 41,823,058 1,033,533 2.5

Colorado 66,379,520 36,521,116 982,983 2.7

Connecticut 3,100,800 1,516,094 1,269 0.1

Delaware 1,250,560 920,172 2,779 0.3

Florida 34,513,280 21,849,568 1,154,712 5.3

Georgia 37,059,840 30,823,101 887,910 2.9

Hawaii 4,110,720 1,803,038 158,887 8.8

Idaho 52,958,080 15,889,108 89,493 0.6

Illinois 35,573,760 30,536,400 391,291 1.3

Indiana 22,954,880 19,752,052 225,847 1.1

Iowa 35,756,160 33,340,369 225,985 0.7

Kansas 52,361,600 49,188,971 530,363 1.1

Kentucky 25,425,920 22,089,269 64,877 0.3

Louisiana 27,879,680 23,870,712 945,608 4.0

Maine 19,751,680 17,955,835 2,877,965 16.0

Maryland 6,255,360 4,260,408 46,209 1.1

Massachusetts 5,017,600 2,306,458 4,780 0.2

Michigan 36,354,560 24,098,445 815,029 3.4

Minnesota 50,950,400 34,530,621 403,838 1.2

Mississippi 30,020,480 26,201,244 600,456 2.3

Missouri 44,087,040 36,030,827 220,362 0.6

Montana 93,153,280 54,197,503 570,062 1.1

Nebraska 49,198,080 45,610,153 68,384 0.1

Nevada 70,288,640 9,753,158 505,767 5.2

New Hampshire 5,739,520 4,251,738 12,840 0.3

New Jersey 4,746,880 1,969,337 14,274 0.7

New Mexico 77,667,840 33,526,570 982,000 2.9

New York 30,216,960 22,328,715 412,890 1.8

North Carolina 31,175,040 25,115,607 438,260 1.7

North Dakota 44,144,640 38,548,498 99,043 0.3

Ohio 26,206,720 21,566,008 411,507 1.9

Oklahoma 43,946,880 38,326,752 321,350 0.8

Oregon 61,438,080 25,420,956 785,655 3.1

Pennsylvania 28,682,880 20,388,401 208,237 1.0

Puerto Rico NA NA 760 NEG

Rhode Island 668,800 307,509 15 NEG

South Carolina 19,269,760 15,570,166 387,017 2.5

South Dakota 48,566,400 37,939,910 112,892 0.3

1/

2/

3/

NA = Not available. NEG = Negligible

Approximate land area as established by the Bureau of the Census in conjunction with the 2000 Census of Population (U.S. 
Department of Commerce).

Preliminary estimate based on unpublished data, Ruben Lubowski, U.S. Dept. Ag., Econ. Res. Serv., 2002.

Total land area minus Federal, State, County and Municipal; Indian Trust; rural transportation; and urban lands.  Includes forest land, 
pasture land, cropland, range, and miscellaneous land.  Estimates of urban and rural transportation lands are from U.S. Dept. Ag., 
Econ. Res. Serv., 2006, and estimates of Federal and other public lands are from Gen. Serv. Adm., 2001, and Natrl. Resr. Conv. Serv., 
2000 respectively.
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State

Total Land
Area of State

(Acres)  1/

Privately Held
Agricultural Land

(Acres)  2/ 3/

Foreign Held
Agricultural Land

(Acres)

Proportion of
Foreign Held

to Privately Held
Agricultural Land

(Percent)

Report 1 U.S. Agricultural Landholdings of Foreign Investors

By State as of December 31, 2011

Tennessee 26,378,880 21,324,793 361,498 1.7

Texas 167,550,080 153,626,848 2,894,563 1.9

Utah 52,572,160 11,438,482 87,680 0.8

Vermont 5,920,000 5,029,649 76,990 1.5

Virginia 25,340,160 20,577,489 126,544 0.6

Washington 42,588,160 22,014,053 1,671,102 7.6

West Virginia 15,409,920 13,238,151 82,794 0.6

Wisconsin 34,758,400 25,855,696 225,674 0.9

Wyoming 62,144,000 25,067,954 313,743 1.3

2,263,922,560 1,290,472,010 25,715,588 2.0TOTAL

1/

2/

3/

NA = Not available. NEG = Negligible

Approximate land area as established by the Bureau of the Census in conjunction with the 2000 Census of Population (U.S. 
Department of Commerce).

Preliminary estimate based on unpublished data, Ruben Lubowski, U.S. Dept. Ag., Econ. Res. Serv., 2002.

Total land area minus Federal, State, County and Municipal; Indian Trust; rural transportation; and urban lands.  Includes forest land, 
pasture land, cropland, range, and miscellaneous land.  Estimates of urban and rural transportation lands are from U.S. Dept. Ag., 
Econ. Res. Serv., 2006, and estimates of Federal and other public lands are from Gen. Serv. Adm., 2001, and Natrl. Resr. Conv. Serv., 
2000 respectively.
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State Foreign Held
Agricultural Land
December 2010

(Acres)

Foreign Held
Agricultural Land
December 2011

(Acres)

Difference in
Acreage Between

2010 and 2011
(Acres)

Report 1A Comparison of U.S. Agricultural Landholdings of Foreign Investors

By State as of December 31, 2010 and December 31, 2011

Alabama 1,571,364 1,555,616 ‐15,748

Alaska 270,325 270,325 0

Arizona 248,823 273,376 24,553

Arkansas 752,037 780,554 28,517

California 992,679 1,033,533 40,854

Colorado 942,689 982,983 40,294

Connecticut 1,269 1,269 0

Delaware 2,779 2,779 0

Florida 1,068,850 1,154,712 85,862

Georgia 876,315 887,910 11,595

Hawaii 158,884 158,887 3

Idaho 87,840 89,493 1,653

Illinois 301,922 391,291 89,369

Indiana 150,963 225,847 74,884

Iowa 170,852 225,985 55,133

Kansas 381,716 530,363 148,647

Kentucky 62,514 64,877 2,363

Louisiana 939,980 945,608 5,628

Maine 2,871,445 2,877,965 6,520

Maryland 46,109 46,209 100

Massachusetts 1,829 4,780 2,951

Michigan 796,038 815,029 18,991

Minnesota 345,551 403,838 58,287

Mississippi 619,142 600,456 ‐18,686

Missouri 168,599 220,362 51,763

Montana 501,560 570,062 68,502

Nebraska 34,564 68,384 33,820

Nevada 505,615 505,767 152

New Hampshire 12,840 12,840 0

New Jersey 14,164 14,274 110

New Mexico 945,154 982,000 36,846

New York 402,257 412,890 10,633

North Carolina 434,031 438,260 4,229

North Dakota 85,594 99,043 13,449

Ohio 359,034 411,507 52,473

Oklahoma 263,251 321,350 58,099

Oregon 718,586 785,655 67,069

Pennsylvania 205,955 208,237 2,282

Puerto Rico 760 760 0

Rhode Island 15 15 0

South Carolina 391,340 387,017 ‐4,323

South Dakota 98,038 112,892 14,854

Tennessee 360,693 361,498 805

Texas 2,791,080 2,894,563 103,483

Utah 87,680 87,680 0

Vermont 76,639 76,990 351

Virginia 102,201 126,544 24,343

Washington 1,542,198 1,671,102 128,904

West Virginia 82,497 82,794 297

Wisconsin 118,211 225,674 107,463

Wyoming 260,336 313,743 53,407

24,224,807 25,715,588 1,490,781TOTAL
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